THE



FROiTIERS

SYRIA

THE Republic of Syria Is bounded on the north by Turkey,
on the east by 'Iraq, on the south by Palestine and Trans-
jordan, and on the west by the Mediterranean Sea and
the Republic of the Lebanon.

LEBANON

Situated on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea,

the Republic of the Lebanon is bounded on the north and
east by Syria and on the south by Palestine.

MOUNTAINS

SYRIA

The highly-faulted Jurassic rocks of the Anti-Lebanon
mountains are situated to the east of Biga', followed by
the Jebel Ansariyeh. In south-eastern Syria, adjacent to
the Trans Jordan border, is the extensive mass of the Jebel
Druze, which covers roughly an area of 13,000 sq. miles.

LEBANON

The Lebanon mountains, known as Jebel Liibnan, rise
to a height of 9,900 ft., and cover an area of approximately
100 miles in length and 28 miles in widtk The "cedar
block" is made up of a double line of four and three sum-
mits ranging from north to south, with a general height of
just under 10,000 ft. To the south, with a height of
3,351 ft., is the pass leading from Baalbeck to Tripoli.
Important summits lying in the more southerly direction
are the ridge of Jebel-el-Baruk (7,000 ft.}, Jebel Mher,
with Tamat Mha (6,070 ft.), and the Jebel Rihan (5,389
ft.). The Anti-Lebanon range emerges from the plain of
Hasya-Homs, and its highest peaks are the HaHxnat el-
Kabu (8,257 ft-) and the TaTat Musa, with a height of

8,721 ft.   South of Aati-Lebaaoa is Mount Hermon with
its three peaks, tiie highest of -which is over 9,000 ft, high,

The Oroates takes a northward course from the Lebanon
range and runs across the northern frontiers to Antioch
(Hatay). The Euphrates traverses the northern frontier
and flows through the north-east of Syria towards the
'Iraq frontier.

The port of Beirut is the traditional gateway to Lebanon
and Syria, and goods are trans-shipped from the port and
re-exported to all parts of the country. The harbour of
Beirut is probably the finest in the Levant, and is formed by
a broad pier and a breakwater running north-westwards.
Many mail steamers and shipping lines call regularly at
Beirut, and this port, besides serving the whole of the
Levant, is also to a lesser extent a port for goods in transit
to Iraq and Iran.

Tripoli, second in size to Beirut as a port, is important
for transit trade, and forms the terminus of one branch of
the oil pipeline from 'Iraq,

The port of Latakia, not yet as important as Beirut or
Tripoli, wiR soon become a Syrian harbour of greater im-
portance, being one of the projects planned by the Re-
public of Syria in the recent building and development
plan,

IRRIGATION

Syria and the Lebanon are essentially agricultural conn-
tries, and were in ancient times one of the granaries of trie
Roman Empire. They could double their agricultural
produce by the use of modern systems of irrigation. So
far the introduction of any suck scheme has not been
possible, but the waters of the Barada and the Awaj in
the Damascus oasis have been used for irrigation purposes
for many hundreds of years.
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